
Name: _______________________________________________________________ Period: _____ 
Voigt English 8 
 

Exploring the Progressive Era 
Project Assignment 
You have been assigned a research project based upon a historical topic relevant to the Progressive Era in the United States, the 

historical context in the novel Uprising . The final product of this research will include a 2-3 page paper in addition to a brief visual 

component (refer to “Tic-Tac-Toe” Project Board). To successfully complete this project, you will follow a series of six steps, of 

which the first four are outlined on the following pages.  
 

Step Number and Description Page Numbers Due Date 

Step 1: Topic Selection, Source Finding, and Citation 
                 → New Vocabulary and Keyword Brainstorming 
                 → NoodleTools Login Information 
                 → NoodleTools Citations 

1 
2 
3 
4 

W 2/15 

Step 2: Fact Gathering and Note Taking 5 W 3/1 

Step 3: Planning 
                 → NoodleTools Outlining Feature 

6 
6 

F 3/3 

Step 4: Paper Writing with Parenthetical Citations (Draft) 
                 → Exporting from NoodleTools to Google Docs 
                 → Formatting Tips for Your Paper 
                 → Parenthetical Citations 

7 
7 
7 
8 

with final copy 

Step 5: Final Copy of Paper in classroom F 3/10 

Step 6: Tic-Tac-Toe Visual Component in classroom F 3/17 

 

Rubric 

Quality Maximum Points Your 
Score 

Meaning : Report shows a thorough understanding of the assignment 20  

Development : Report contains several specific facts that are relevant to the main topics assigned 20  

Organization : Introduction -- Report begins by establishing the purpose of the research in a clearly stated 
thesis 

5  

Organization : Body -- Report contains a body the follows a logical order based on topic and subtopics 
researched 

5  

Organization: Conclusion -- Includes a restatement of the thesis and a conclusion based on the entirety of the 
research presented 

5  

Conventions : Complete sentences, correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization  15  

Language Use : Use of effective words, sentence structures, & sentence variety. Conveys ideas in an original and 
precise language with a sense of audience 

10  

Works Cited : Report includes a works cited page and parenthetical documentation as outlined by the MLA 10  

Planning: Report includes a complete outline delineating order of paragraphs and relevant details for each 
subtopic 

5  

Evidence of Revision:  Report demonstrates evidence of revision including a rough draft with corrections 5  

Total 100  

 



Step 1: Topic Selection, Source Finding, & Citation 
1. Select one of the approved topics to research (below). 
2. In addition to the name of your topic (ex. Temperance), think about alternate search terms, or 

keywords, under which you may find related information (ex.: prohibition). Write these down in the 
right hand column of the chart on page 2 under “Keywords for Research.” 

3. Using the print sources  (books) in the library and the online sources on the library’s project page 
(www.cmslib.org/uprising), review and evaluate several resources. Choose at least three of the best of 
these sources for your project.  

You must have: 1 print source (book), 1 online database article, and 1 primary source document 
to support your paper. 

4. As you read your sources and evaluate them, using the “Words I Don’t Know” column on page 2, write 
down on any words with which you are unfamiliar. Look up and jot down the definitions to these words. 

5. Be sure to Log in to NoodleTools (directions on page 3) and cite each one of your sources (directions on 
page 4). 

 

Approved Topics 
Historical Concept or Topic 

❏ American Federation of Labor (AFL) 
❏ Asch Building 
❏ Corporate Regulation 
❏ Environmental Conservation 
❏ Immigration (Irish, Italian, Russian Jewish) 
❏ Industrial Revolution 
❏ Labor Movement (Trade Unions, Women’s Trade Union Leagues, International Ladies’ Garment 

Workers’ Union, Bread and Roses Strike, sweatshops, child labor, National Labor Relations Act, 
Uprising of the Twenty Thousand) 

❏ Muckrakers 
❏ New ideas for Municipal Government: Commission System & City Management Plan 
❏ Political Machines -- Tammany Hall 
❏ Political Reforms -- Direct Primaries, initiatives, referendums, 17th Amendment 
❏ Prohibition  
❏ Socialism & Socialist Party 
❏ Suffrage, Women’s Movement, & 19th Amendment 
❏ Temperance (Women’s Christian Temperance Union) 
❏ Tenements 
❏ Trusts 
❏ Yellow journalism 

Person 

❏ Frederick W. Taylor 
❏ Max Blanck & Isaac Harris 
❏ Robert La Follette (and the “Wisconsin Idea”) 
❏ Samuel Gompers 
❏ Nellie Bly 
❏ Jane Adams 
❏ Theodore Roosevelt  
❏ William Howard Taft 
❏ Woodrow Wilson 
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http://www.cmslib.org/uprising


New Vocabulary and Keyword Brainstorming 
 

Words I Don’t Know 
Write down any words in your sources that you’ve never heard before. 
Once you are done reading each source, look up the meanings for these 
words and jot them down. 

Keywords for Research 
Write down any words or phrases 
that you think may be important 
as you continue your research. 

Word Definition  
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NoodleTools Login Information 
 

1. Open Safari and go to 
my.noodletools.com.  

2. While you are logged in to your Google 
Account, type in your school email 
address in  spot under “Access via 
Google for Education” on the right.  

3. Select that you are a student at 
Chittenango Middle School with the 
graduation year of 2021. 

4. Once you have logged in, create a new project and title it with the topic you have chosen and click 
submit. 

5. Go to the Dashboard section and select “Share with a Project Inbox.” Type in “Progressive Era 2017.” 
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NoodleTools Citations 
1. Under the “Sources” tab, click the green button that says, “Create New Citation.”  
2. Fill out the appropriate information. You likely will want to choose “Print or in-hand” (books) or 

“Database.” 

3. When you have cited all of your sources, you can click the white 
“Print/Export” button underneath the “Create New Citation” 
button and export the sources to Google Docs. This will be your 
“Works Cited” page. You must include this page with your 
paper submission. 
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Step 2: Fact Gathering and Note Taking 
 

1. Once you have selected and cited the three sources you will be using to write your paper, it is 
time to begin taking notes. You should have at least 30 notecards. 

2. After logging in to NoodleTools and citing your sources (see pages 3 and 4 for directions), click on 
the “Notecards” tab and click the green button that says, “+New.” 

 

3. Use the following questions to guide your note taking: 
● What is progressivism and how is your topic relevant to that idea/era? 
● Who were the important people/leaders involved with your topic? What were their 

positions on the issues of the day? 
● Who was the opposition and what was their position on the issue?  
● Did any legislation result from your topic or related events (e.g., laws, amendments)? 
● What affect did changes in the law have? 
● What was the significance of immigration, if any, to your topic? 
● What was the significance of immigration, if any, to your topic? 
● In what ways did your topic help contribute to obstruct women’s rights? 
● In what ways are effects of your topic still evident in our society today? 

4. Follow the information in the illustration below, and be sure to save each notecard. 
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Step 3: Planning 
 

Subsequent to your note taking and prior to writing your research paper, you need to create a graphic 
organizer (such as a brace or tree map) that logically represents to conceptual hierarchy of your work. 
This organizer must contain a clear articulation of: 

1.  the main topic, 
2. a minimum of 3 subtopics, and  
3. a minimum of 10 supporting facts/details related to those subtopics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NoodleTools Outlining Feature 
You may wish to use NoodleTools’ outlining feature. To use this feature, click on the “Notecards” tab.  

● On the right hand side is a sidebar with a place for you to “+Add” your topic and subtopics.  
● If you make a mistake, simply select the item you wish to delete and click the “Delete” button. 
● To add your notecards (supporting facts and details) to your outline, simply click on the notecard 

and drag it over the subtopic under which it belongs. 
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Step 4: Paper Writing and Parenthetical Citations 
Exporting to from NoodleTools to Google Docs 
Once you have put the information from your planning into NoodleTools’ outlining feature (see page 6 for 
directions), you will want to export your outline with your notecards into Google Docs.  

1. To do this, you will want to be on the “Notecards” tab and click locate the “Print” button above the 
outlining tool. 

2. Next, you will want to select “Outline with notecards.” 
3. A new window will pop up that will ask you how you want to print.  
4. Select the options that match those in the picture below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. You now have created a Google Doc with all of the information needed to write your paper, including 
the parenthetical (in-text) citations discussed on the next page. 

 

Formatting Tips Your Paper 
● Your name, Mr. Voigt, English 8, and the date should be listed at 

the top of your paper on the left hand side. 
● Underneath this, you should have a title that is centered at the 

top of the first page. 
● Your paper should be in Times New Roman or Calibri and be in 12 

point font. 
● Your paper should be double spaced. 
● Margins should be set to 1 inch on each side by clicking “File” and 

“Page Setup.” 
● You should insert the page numbers on the top right by clicking 

“Insert” and “Page Numbers.”  
 

For a sample paper with more tips, please go to: 
tinyurl.com/exMLApaper 
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Parenthetical Citations 
Within the text of your paper, you need to account for the source of each fact used. This is why you transferred 
your sources when you transferred the outline of your paper. You will cite your sources using parenthetical 
citations in the MLA source citation format. Parenthetical source citations will look like this within your typed 
paper, and should include the author’s name and page number from which you copied your fact (Ezzel 48). 
 
Sometimes, the author may not be listed, or certain sources don't contain page numbers. In these scenarios, 
MLA guidelines call for the following: 
 

1) If you are citing more than 1 work by the same author, include an abbreviated form of the title of the 
work in addition to the author’s last name.  

2) If there is no author listed, substitute the title or an abbreviated form of the title in the parenthetical 
citation. 
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